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himself was not a cause ; that it could not be fairly concluded that he was the efficient and intelligent author of the books which he took credit to himself for having written; that the apparent evidences of mind in these works were deceptive, and did not warrant the reference of them to mind as their cause. The only reasons which he advanced against the theistic conclusion should have led him. straight to suspense of judgment respecting the causation involved in the production of his own works. They were as good grounds for declaring illusory the evidence for his own existence as for disregarding the evidence for God's existence, although, of course, extremely insufficient grounds for doing either the one or the other. If from the combination of letters in a book we can legitimately rise to the mind of the author as at least one of the causes of its existence, a knowledge of causes, in the only sense in which a theist is interested in maintaining that they can be known, is clearly not inaccessible to the human intellect, but within its easy reach. If, on the other hand, positivists are justified in asserting that causes are absolutely unknowable, let them not expect us to believe that they themselves are the authors of books and speeches ; that their invisible thoughts and volitions have originated printed and audible words. If a human mind can reveal itself as in a certain sense a cause through paper and printer's